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Introduction 
M 
'ediastinaI tumors can present in a variety of ways 
.and frequently offer some of the most challen~ng 
and frustrating problems in all of thoracic surgery. In 
this issue of Operative Techniques in Thoracic and 
Cardiovascular Surgery, I invited only two senior au- 
thors to cover this complex subject in the hope of 
gaining a certain degree of continuity in tile various 
surgical aI)I)roaches to the most connnon mediastinal 
tumors. I was most fortunate at one time to have both 
Dr. Bryan Meyers and Dr. Sudhir Sundaresan as res- 
idents in our training program in St. Louis where they 
studied i)rimarily under our General Thoracic sur- 
geons, Drs. Joel Cooper, Alee Patterson, and Larry 
Kaiser, as well as tile indomitable Charlie Roper. Dr. 
Snndaresan stayed on tile facuhy at Washington Uni- 
versity for several years before l)ecoming the Chief of 
General Thoracic Snrgery at Northwestern i  Chicago. 
Dr. Meyers remained on staff after completion of his 
residency, and I can assure the readers that all who 
had a hand in the training of these fine young surgeons 
are extremely pleased with their careers. We trust that 
our readers will feel more comfortable when perform- 
ing these operations after reading this excellent series 
of articles. 
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